"Clear cell" atypical fibroxanthoma.
An 87-year-old man with extensive solar damage presented with a 2-month history of a dome-shaped, crusted lesion on the dorsum of the left hand. Microscopically, the tumor consisted of fascicles of spindle cells with bizarre nuclei and clear, vacuolated cytoplasm. Histochemical, immunohistochemical, and ultrastructural features supported the diagnosis of atypical fibroxanthoma. There was no evidence of metastatic disease. The lesion was completely excised, and there has been no recurrence in 3 months of observation. This unusual "clear cell" variant of atypical fibroxanthoma must be distinguished from other clear cell tumors, such as metastatic renal cell carcinoma, clear cell eccrine carcinoma, and clear cell sarcoma (malignant melanoma) of soft parts. Although atypical fibroxanthoma is usually cured by complete surgical excision, metastases have been reported.